Professor Simpson exhibited a five and a half months' foetus, which had been thrown off by a patient labouring under a severe attack of smallpox. The pustules were distinctly seen all over the foetus, especially on its back. With regard to the time a dead foetus is retained in utero, Prof. Simpson stated that three weeks generally suffices for expelling it; the membranes and placenta first undergo a fatty degeneration, and then they act as a foreign body, exciting uterine contractions.
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